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The Doors Are Open                        Jim Hilkin 
   

   
 

THE DOORS ARE 

OPEN -- the Art Center 

has officially opened to a 

new home and the start of 

a new era on 3
rd

 and 

Jefferson.  On May 6
th
, 

the Burlington Inspection 

Department gave us the 

thumbs up, allowing the 

process to begin in 

opening our doors to the 

public.  The first phase of 

construction has been 

completed; we have 

tangible Building Codes 

to meet later this summer 

for the second phase.  

The process of obtaining 

funds, rehabbing with 

volunteers, learning the 

latest building codes and 

the huge time element 

involved was a learning 

experience. We would 

like to thank everyone for 

pitching in, donating 

funds, or asking a favor 

of a friend, relative or 

contractor. Our goal was 

to present a new Art 

Center to the Burlington 

community at minimal 

cost, but with an 

enormous amount of 

potential to grow. The 

building rehab involved 

an estimate 60% of work 

completed by volunteers 

with the remainder by 

licensed crafts required 

by Code. 

Please come by to take 

a look at the potential 

we see, call one of us 

up for a tour, there’s 

still work going on - so 

pardon our progress.  

We are opening with 

the scheduled Meet the 

Masters program -- to 

be followed by the All-

Members Show.  Watch 

Us Grow/Help Us 

Grow!  
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A Humble Thanks                    James Teitsworth 
   

Gallery News 
   

The Voice of the Art Center               Christine Hall 
   

  

Now open! 

The Meet the Masters 

exhibit has come and 

gone.  This exhibit 

featured 5th grade art 

inspired by artists 

such as: Grant Wood, 

Mary Cassatt, Henry 

Matisse, Georgia 

O’Keeffe, Antoni 

Gaudi, Jacob 

Lawrence, Pablo 

Picasso, and Deborah 

Butterfield. 

Author Bob Razcka 

came in to speak with 

the students.  For 

more information 

about this year’s meet 

the masters  

 

The All-Members 

Show is being hung 

currently.  We are 

expecting to have the 

show ready by May 

28
th

 and have a 

member’s reception 

for the show on June 

11
th

 from 6-8pm.  

June 12
th

 the show 

will open formally to 

the public from 

1-4pm.  To keep up 

with what’s in the 

gallery please visit 

our website 
artguildofburlington.org 

 

Man In The Middle 

 

Meet James!  A full-

time student at SCC, he 

also has been our one 

consistence force at the 

Art Center.  In the 

considerable mayhem, 

he never fails to find 

that particular item you 

are looking for, 

generating the right file 

or piece of paper.  With 

a major in 

Information 

Technology with one 

year to go, we are 

hoping his tenure with 

us will last for a long 

time before he pursues 

his career elsewhere. 

James can be found 

staffing the front 

office during our open 

hours of 1-5 pm 

Monday – Friday. 
 

We would like to take a 

moment to thank all the 

new and renewing 

members. 

Unfortunately, due to 

the length of time since 

the last newsletter there 

isn’t enough room to 

name you all, but your 

continued support is 

appreciated.  Thank you 

for helping to make this 

move and renovation 

possible. 
 

Time to renew? 

 

You can simply cut off 

your address box and 

mail it back to us at     

301 Jefferson Street.  

Please be sure to update 

us if any of your contact 

information has 

changed.   If you have 

any questions don’t 

hesitate to call us here 

at 754-8069 or 

arts4living@aol.com. 
 

Membership 

Categoriesô  

 

ü Patron $250 

ü Sustaining $100 

ü Family $50 

ü Individual $30 

ü Student $15 

  

Student memberships 

are available only to 

full-time student 
 

A piece by Bob Middaugh 
featured in the All-Members 
Show. 

The All-Members 

show will be 

opening on May 28
th

 

with a memberôs 

reception on June 

11
th
!  
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Art in the Port Takes a New Twist           Brenda Sayre 

The Art Guild presentsé. Voices of the River with storyteller Susan Fowler 

 

   

Construction Update                   Hillis Rutter 
   

  

This year’s event will 

prove to be different 

from previous years, as 

we host Susan Fowler, a 

storyteller, artist and 

scientist. Voices of the 

River will use children’s 

literature and familiar 

historical references to 

help us to hear what the 

river has to teach us. All 

of her stories have a 

lesson, and it is 

amazing to see how 

her stories can 

transform the 

imagination and 

enthusiasm of all 

ages, as Susan likes to 

involve children, as 

they may become the 

characters, the 

landscape and 

sometimes a 

vocabulary word. 

Susan E. Fowler is a 

storytelling artist who 

weaves together 

drama, music, sign 

language and sketches 

to share about the 

earth. She founded 

Harmony By Hand in 

1990; this initiative 

brings together the 

arts and the sciences. 

into programs that 

celebrate beauty, 

diversity and harmony 

people in 29 states. 

Susan currently lives 

in southwestern 

Indiana and travels 

the Midwest sharing 

her stories. Susan’s 

background is diverse 

having once been a 

former Education 

Coordinator at 

EPCOT Living Seas 

Walt Disney World, a 

naturalist and teacher.  
 

 

Since the purchase of 

the new building in 

May of 2009, many 

people have put in 

many hours to update 

the building and to 

comply with the Codes 

of the City of 

Burlington and the Fire 

Marshall.  We installed 

a sprinkler system for 

the entire building, 

added walls and 

removed walls, and 

installed new 

restrooms.  A lot of 

electrical work has 

also been added to help 

meet the needs of the 

Art Guild. 

As you may already 

know, we received 

occupancy permit last 

week.  We still have a 

couple of small 

projects to complete, 

but they did not affect 

the permit approval.  I 

expect those projects 

to be completed within 

the next couple of 

weeks. 

We have a designated 

pottery classroom and 

separate kiln room.  

There is a large 

classroom for painting 

and drawing that can 

also double as a small 

gallery.  The large 

gallery is on the east 

side of the building.  

The member’s sales 

shop is located within 

that gallery area.  It is 

not quite ready for 

items but will be soon. 

I appreciate the time 

and effort that people 

provided to make this a 

very useful and 

accessible building.  If 

you have any 

questions, or want to 

see the finished 

project, please stop in 

or call.  See you soon! 

There will be three 

storytelling sessions: 

starting at 10:00 a.m. 

then again at 11:00 

a.m. and 12 noon with 

time to complete a 

craft project after each 

session.  
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Thanks, Laurie!                           Lillian Rubin 
   

  Presidentôs Message                    Matt Bessine 
   

 

 

I’m honored to 

introduce myself to you 

as the new president of 

the Art Guild of 

Burlington Board of 

Directors.  For those of 

you who don’t know 

me, I was born and 

raised in Burlington and 

I am an attorney with 

the Aspelmeier law 

firm.  After a few years 

away, I have returned 

home to build a family 

of my own and rejoin a 

community that I love 

and admire.  

 

I‘ve had a great 

appreciation for the role 

the guild has in 

improving the quality of 

life for the areas 

citizens ever since 

taking art classes at the 

old center as a child.  

Now the new center 

presents us with a 

fantastic opportunity to 

continue to carry the 

guild’s legacy forward 

for current and future 

generations.  While we 

have made a lot of 

progress much work 

still lies ahead.   On 

behalf of the board, I 

want to thank you all 

for your support and 

encouragement as we 

forge ahead in our new 

surroundings. 

The Art Guild owes a 

big thank you to Laurie 

Green who has helped 

with Pottery and 

Christmas Crafts for the 

past 10 years.   

She will be returning to 

work as an RN soon.  

This leaves us needing a 

helper for these classes.  

If you would be 

available to help in this 

way please call Lillian at 

(319) 752-9663 or leave 

a message with the 

office.   

We will be needing help 

this summer with June 

Pottery Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and 

Fridays at 10:30am as 

well as Wednesdays in 

Fall at 4pm. 
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Weôre on the Web! 
See us at: 
www.artguildofburlington.org 

 


